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Dear Readers,

This strip, like so many other things I've worked on this tour, grew out of having accessto a
laptop, a copy of Photoshop, and time to Kill on my hands. Just like the'Task Force: Band of
Brathers poster which started aff as me designing a background for my computer and that's
now made its way around the world and back, "BOB on the FOR™ has taken an a life of its own.
Tve gotlen c-mails Trom everywhere Irom Trag, b Alghanisian, o Alaska amd even the Pentagon,
all commenling on various Bol” comics. (The moest comments are sUll for the “Geardo” strip...
apparently, that ane really touched some nerves.)

['d like lo thank everyone who's inspired, poscd-lor, or senl in suggestions [or these comics.,
They wouldn't be whal they are withoul the help, I'd like w thank everyone who's read these,
sent them to friends, posted them up on the bulletin board in the TOC, or just read them and
laughed. Almost as importantly, I'd Like the thank those people whao read these comics and
haven't laughed; those who've talkken offense to the words and images on these pages. You, my
friends, are (whether vou realize it or not) the walking impetus for these images. If someone
starts laughing cvery time they sce a BotH comic and they point at vou, mayhe it’s time to
examine the way vou do things.

These comics are, of course, dedicated to all the men and waomen of all the Armed Forees
over herein Trag, Alghanistan, and in other less popular military adveniore resort destinations.

Slay sale, stay sanc, and walch out [or the F'obbius,

www.bobonthefob.com hobonthefob.blogspot.com  bobonthefob @gmail.com
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YEAH GUYS, I'D LOVE TO 60 ON THAT CONVOY,
BUT UMMM, I'VE GOT TO... WORK ON THIS E-MAIL,
AND UMM... GET THIS POWERPOINT SLIDE READY...
AND A LOT OF...UMMM... OTHER STUFF... YOU KNOW
I'M ALWAYS READY TO GO OUT WITH YOU...

UH OH... LOOK BUSY ... CLOSE THE SOLITAIRE
WINDOW... HIDE THE HOTMAIL AND GOCGLE

WINDOWS... HURRY UP AND LOAD POWERPOINT...
DANGIT, LOAD QUICKER!!

[ ] ' L
fobbit n. (fob'-it)
1. One who avoids travelling off the FOB at all
costs. 2. One whose idea of going "outside the

wire" is going outside the reach of their CAT-5
network wiring (See also fobelope)
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"THIS THING WAS DESIENED
BY A S.E.AL., IT MUST BE
GREAT" SLING

$65.-

"OOH, AH, WOW, I LOOK LIKE A
gELTA OPERATOR" SUNGLASSES
180.-

"€éOTTA MATCH THE ACL" GRENADE
;OLICH (HOLDS CELL PHONE?
95-" e —_—

"I CAN USE THIS TO STOP
A RIOT IN PROGRESS" (IF
| EVER LEAVE THE FOR)
COLLAPSIBLE BATON IN
N\ ACLI-PATTERN POLICH

] $60.-

"HEY, | CAN USE THAT TO STORE
AMMO" (USED TO HOLD CANDY
& SLIM JIMSY POUCH

$40.- "I READ A REVIEW THAT

SAID THIS WAS THE
BEST S.A.W. POUCH
MADE" CJUST IN CASE
| EVER HAVE A S.AW.D
POLICH

$u4q.-

"THESE 6LOVES HAD THE
COOLEST LOOKING AD

IN THE MAGAZINE | WAS
READING THE OTHER DAY"
ELOVES

$85.-

"WOW, THEY MAKE Amm
POLUCHES IN ACU PATTERN?"
(SOMEDAY I'LL GET A PISTOLD

POUCH $33.- o * By
r -

NOT SHOWN-
"MY M4 HAS MORE STUFF
ON IT THAN YOLIRS" (8T
IT WEIGHS MORE THAN A
50 CAL)
$650.-

[
" HEARD THIS IS THE TYPE v
THAT SPECIAL OPS WEARS" |1
LINDERWEAR
$35, -

"ALL SPEC OPS 6UYS
HAVE A DUMP POUCH, |
READ IT IN "SOLDIER OF
FORTUNE MASAZINE"
POUCH

$60.-

L
"SOMEONE TOLD ME THAT
THE RANGERS JUST ORDERED

A BUNCH OF THESE ‘CAUSE
THEY'RE SO HIEH SPEED"

geardo n. (ger'-do)

1. One who spends at least 50% of each paycheck (before taxes) on
the latest & greatest gear, just to have the latest and greatest gear,

regardless of whether or not that gear will actually help the wearer

perform his/her duties. Often closely related to the fobbit.
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Vas yes, my precuous Come
to my mug... Twon't let the
others get you... Now, let's go
see our friend Mr. Honey Bun...

\ { J

-/ 1. Subspecies of fobbit usually found in offices, motor
pools, or TOCs. Known for gathering up all necessary resources
(especially coffee, food, network connections) before other
personnel can use them. Will scatter rapidly at the mention of
work. Closely related to FOB locusts.

Got a phrase for BOB on the FOB? E-mail it to bobonthefob@gmail.com, and if vour
suggestion is used vou'll receive credit for it in the strip based on vour idea!



BOB ON THE FOB by SGT Albert . Morrifield

""The Looooove Boat, excmng
and new... Hop aboar'd, we're |-
waiting for youuuuuu...." Man, ‘

I've got a great voice...

~ A i
K | 5 |
-
—
: |
'\
Shower 1CESS |
n. (shou- a Il SES)
Suggested by Capt. Mathew Bu R i E
1. Phrase used to descri mal highly disruptive
species of fobbit native re: and e facilities. These
animals exist outside the normal spage/time €ontinuum, so all 5-minute
showers (to them) appear (to the rest of the world) to take at least 45 minutes.

Species survives by sucking all hot water out of any water heater within a
quarter mile. Can be spotted on the way to the shower by huge toiletry kits,
often mistaken for a rucksack, but identified by the scented bodywash and
sponges hanging from it. Identified within the shower area by steam
emanating from shower stall and Broadway show tunes or bad television
theme songs being sung. Has the unique ability to not hear the phrases
"combat shower," "quick shower" or "hey, we'd like some hot water, too!"

Got a phrase for BOB on the FOB? E-mail it to bobonthefob@gmail.com, and if your
suggestion 1s used vou'll receive credit for 1t in the strip based on your idea!



IBWVISGr Atvert 1. Merrifield

. Yau know, I 1

think that I've
got a great way
to do this from
_how on...

=] = ._5 I,-' Y "
15 LA

Say this: "I know we've
always done it this way,

but I think we should do
it my way from now on..."

J

0od ea f
n. (gud I-dée’ afﬁr e)

1. Mischievous and highly dangerous sprite; known for planting the seeds
of faulty ideas within the brains of those around it. Good idea fairies feed
upon the frustration and confusion created by the implementation and use
of those ideas it suggests. Found most often around TOCs and other areas
with high concentrations of fobbits or tocroaches. The feeble-minded,
inexperienced, and easily confused are most often targeted by the good idea
fairy. Causes the brains of those affected to become addled, unable to tell
good idea from bad, and utterly incapable of hearing actual good advice.

Got a phrase for BOB on the FOB? E-mail it to bobonthelob@gmail.com, and if your
suggestion 1s used you'll receive eredit for it in the strip based on yvour idea!
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Yeah, yeah, yeah... T know they re on a patrol base, with

limited water, electricity, and daily attacks, but it's not

tough like it was during OIF I... Man, I remember

one time, we were staying in this palace, and I ran out of

butane in my lighter, so I had to use a match on my cigars...
! >

Storyfeller
n. (stor* e-tel'ar)

1. One of few animals common in all areas of the world, the storyfeller is
drawn to the sound of talking like a moth to flame. The mating call of the
storyfeller is to "one up" any and all stories, anecdotes, jokes, and tales being
told within its hearing. Storyfellers native to Iraq and the surrounding areas
are commonly heard denigrating any stories that don't involve how tough
things were during OIF I, no matter how plush and easy the storvfeller's job
during OIF I was, or how hard the jobs of those around storyfeller currently
are. Storvfellers are often found in areas with high concentrations of good
idea fairies. See also OIFer-.

Got a phrase for BOB on the FOB? E-mail it to bobonthefob@ gmail.com, and if your
suggestion is used you'll receive credit for it in the strip based on your idea!
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LET'S SEE, WHAT AM I FORGETTING? I'VE GOT MY

NEW RUNNING SHOES, FOR GOING TO THE SHOWER, MY

4 BAGS OF CHIPS, 3 12-PACKS OF S0DA, 2 NEW PT SHIRTS

FOR SLEEPING (N... HEY, DID TUEY JUST GET NEW MOVIES?

OH, MAN, T NEED ALL THOSE, TOO! I GUESS I'LL MAKE TWO

TRIPS... OH, AND THOSE NEW XBOX GAMES, TOO...
' v

S RN

1. Mlgratorygrazm , ies of fobbi o femmdanf0od courts,

PX/BX, and Class I yards. FOB locusts grazing hab' s will'cause them

to completely empty any store, restaurant, or supply yard of any and
all goods that anyone else could possibly want. The hoarding nature
of the FOB locust means that none of the items purchased, taken, or
stolen will ever been shared, but rather hidden in a secret stash for
later use by the FOB locust. (See also PX leprechaun)
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HEY MAN, T'VE LOST TRACK AGAIN...
WHAT PAY IS TOPAYZ 15 IT MONDPAY OR
TUESPAYZ TT'S STILL JUNE, RIBUTZ

NAH, IT'S WEPNESPAY. T CAN TELL 'CAUSE
THEY'RE SERVING THAT NASTY BEEF AND
NOOPLE THING AGAIN... T PON'T KNOW HOW
YOl CAN EAT THAT... BLECH.

THIS IS BEEF2Z T THOUGHT IT WAS PORK...
WASN'T YESTERPAY BEEFZ HEY, SHOULPN'T
IT BE SEAFOQOD DAY AGAIN SOONZ

YEAH, THAT'S TOMORROW. PON'T FORGET
TO BRING YOLR BAYONET TO 6ET TO THE
CRAB MEAT, OTHERWISE YOU'LL NEVER GET
THROUBH THE SHELL...

T HEARP ABQUT THIS 8LY, OVER IN mY
BUDRY'S BATTALION, WHO HAD TO 60 TQ THE
AP STATION, HE HURT HIMSELF TRYING TO EAT
THE CRAB LEGS...

Groundfob Day n. (ground-fob' da)
1. The perception that each and every day in-country is indistinguisable
from the one that preceded it; all days are the same. 2. The state of
existence where the only way to tell one day from another is by using
the menu at the dining facility to differentiate between days.

(See also menu months)
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YEAH, T WAS IN HERE EARLY ONCE AGAIN,
SINCE T'VE 60T SO MUCH MORE WORK TO PO
THAN EVERYONE ELSE... YEAH, THIS PLACE
WOULPN'T RUN WITHOUT ME...

I'Mm GOING TO THE UH... BYM, SINCE T
WAS HERE SO EARLY I PIPN'T GET A CHANCE
TO PO PT LIKE EVERYONE ELSE... T'LL BE BACK
L IN A LITTLE BIT...

T'LL PROBABLY END LP
HAVING TO WORK LATE AGAIN, SO
IF I'™M NOT IN FIRST THING IN THE
MORNING 1T'S 'CAUSE T SLEPT IN
AFTER WORKING SO LATE...

Hard lurker 1o (hard"lerk'ar)

1. One who avoids as much work as possible, while working hard to make it appear that
one is a productive, active, and important member of the team. The hard lurker is
exceptionally skilled at projecting the appearance of hard work while superiors are around
(i.c.- the start and end of cach shift) yet manages to disappear for the rest of the day.

They can usually be found at the cottee shop, gym (although never working out), or in the
Internet Cafe during regular work hours, and if found will usually explain that they are
“on short errands” that somehow last all day. (See also spotlight ranger)



BﬂB 0“ T“E F“B by SGT Albert ). Merrifield

SO, T WAS TALKING TO A BUPPY OF MINE WHO
WAS TALKING TO A BUDPY OF HIS, WHO USEDP TO WORK
AT THE PENTAGON, ANP STILL HAS FRIENDPS WHO WORK
THERE, AND HE WAS TELLING ME THAT HE HEARD FROM
HIS BUPPY THAT WE'RE ALL BEING EXTENDED FOR
TWO MORE YEARS, BUT WE'LL 6ET A BIG BONUS.™

VEAH, WELL, T HEARD
THAT WE'RE JUST TRADING
BATTLESPACE WITH MND-B,
THAT WE'RE GOING DOWN
THERE AND THEY'RE COMING
UP HERE, ALL NEXT WEEK...

T ALSO HEARD THAT
THE CIA IS CLONING
ZARQAW!, SO THEY CAN LISE
THE CLONE TO INFILTRATE
AL QAEPA AND GET 'EM
ALL THAT WAVY..

OH, ANDP MY COUSIN READ
ON A BLOG THAT BIN LAPEN
IS REALLY IN IRAQ, WORKING
FOR KBR POWN AT WARHORSE,
BUT PELTA FORCE HASN'T
TAKEN HIM QUT YET, 'CALSE
HE'S BIVING THEM 600D
INFORMATION,

Rumint n. (riim"int
Suggested by CPT Rebecca Browell, 51;!; ;'I‘B( rum ln )
1. Rumors intelligence. Similar to gossip, rumint is the fastest form of communication
known to mankind. Regardless of location, situation, or amount of personnel involved
in the dissemination of rumint, rumint will spread at a speed approaching that of the
speed of light. Note: the more interesting the content of the rumint, the faster it will
spread. Like other forms of intelligence, rumint is only useful if it is analyzed by a well-
trained observer, and even then is usually either incorrect, misleading, or both,

(See also scuttlebuit, grapevine)
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MAN, THAT BAPGE 1S GONNA
I, UK, NEED TO GET OVER OO . LOOK 5O SWEET ON mY CLASS
TO THAT PATROL BASE TO - A'S... T WONDER IF THEY'RE

CHECK THEIR, UMM, SENSITIVE GOING TO MAKE A "COMBAT
ITEM INVENTORIES, "CAUSE ACTION BADGE" LICENSE PLATEZ

umm.. Well, T JUST NEEP TO I'P PUT THAT ON MY CAR IN
POUBLE CHECK 'EM... A HEARTBEAT...

b

WHY CAN'T WE HAVE
SOME MORTARS LAND ON
OUR FOB (NOT NEAR MY
CHU, OF COURSE) SO T CAN
GET MY CAB THAT WAYZ
THAT WAY T WOULPN'T HAVE
TO LEAVE THE SAFETY OF
THE FOB, AND T'D STILL BE

ABLE TO SHOW OFF A NEW
PIECE OF COMBAT BLING
WHEN I GET BACK...

fo— ' —
CAB chaser n. (kab' cha-sor)
1. Denizen of the FOB, closely related to the CHU-dwelling Fobbit. While at first glance
the CAB chaser may appear to be the opposite of the Fobbit (Fobbits find any reason
possible to stay on the FOB, CAB chasers find any reason possible to leave the FOB in
hopes of getting their Combat Action Badge), in all actuality they're just a close cousin of
the Fobbit, for as soon as they receive their CAB they revert to standard Fobbit activity and
inaction, staying firmly entrenched in their office and CHU.

(See also Patchfinder)



